It is an honour to be invited to be the Editor-in-Chief for Superconductor Science and Technology (SUST), taking over from Professor Damian Hampshire. Over the last seven years, Damian has steered SUST into becoming a high-quality peer-reviewed journal with a high impact factor. During his tenure, SUST has developed an excellent reputation for its dedicated service to the international superconductivity research community and has increased the scope and size of the journal, increased its profile and is now publishing some of the best papers in superconductivity.
Even in these complex and difficult fiscal times, superconductivity research continues to flourish, with new physics, materials, processes and applications being invented and developed. We have seen recent topical reviews published in the journal on a wide range of topics such as superconducting magnets for MRI ( As the new Editor-in-Chief, I intend to build on Damian's good work and continue his vision and strategic direction for SUST to service the superconductivity community. My aims for SUST are the following.
(1) Raise SUST's impact factor to 3. (2) Increase the quality of the work published in the journal. (3) Raise the visibility of the journal and raise the profile of the superconductivity community.
While a controversial metric, the impact factor is an important lead benchmark for funding agencies and universities in measuring the reputation and quality of a journal and the work published within. Therefore, it is imperative that we continue to push harder for an impact factor of 3 so that we may become a flagship journal for our scientific field. As I see it, there are a number of important ways to help achieve this.
(1) Quality. Maintaining quality is an important aspect, through which all else will follow-this means the SUST editorial team will review all articles, apply the strictest standards possible and report in a timely fashion. If we ask you to review for the journal, we would kindly ask you to bear this in mind when writing your report.
(2) Commissioning. Topical reviews and special issue articles that are of particular interest and service to the community. These not only summarize the state of a particular sub-discipline by leading authorities, but also highlight the great work going on within them, especially for new and emerging topics.
It will be a pleasure to work closely with IOP Publishing and the SUST editorial team and to work with you all. I welcome feedback, ideas and suggestions that will help to ensure that SUST continues to be one of the leading journals in superconductivity.
